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Synopsis

Emphasizing the business side of the industry, especially the economic risks, this casebook makes
use of articles, cases, questions, exercises, statutes and industry contracts. It provides a highly
practical learning experience for students interested in this dynamic area of the law. Unlike other
casebooks that focus primarily on the law affecting the entertainment industry, this volume presents
this subject as a combination of legal principles and business practices. Although the book includes
important cases, the authors believe that caselaw is not the best approach to studying
entertainment law since most disputes in this area are negotiated or arbitrated, rather than litigated.
Thus, rather than relying solely on caselaw, the book provides numerous excerpts from trade
publications, such as "Variety", to teach the practical aspects of entertainment law. Compared to
caselaw, such material is more interesting to read, more current and more directly relevant to the
practice of entertainment law. The book contains numerous hypotheticals throughout, which are
closely integrated with the materials and offer students numerous drafting and role-playing
opportunities. A set of hypotheticals runs throughout the book covering a fictional client pursuing
deals in all branches of the entertainment industry - music, film, television, theatre, book publishing
and the Internet. Various assignments require the student to draft agreements, letters or
memoranda dealing with the issues raised in the chapters. In addition, there is a series of
transactional and litigation hypotheticals that include negotiation exercises. These hypotheticals can
be addressed later in the semester to allow students to apply the various concepts learned
throughout the course. The book also contains selected portions of current collective bargaining
agreements including the Screen Actors Guild Basic Agreement, the Writers Guild Basic
Agreement, and the Directors Guild Basic Agreement, as well as entertainment contracts used in
the various branches of the entertainment industry and relevant federal and state statutes. The
abundance of material in the document supplement provides a wide selection of contracts from
which to choose for class discussion, and allows professors to devise numerous hypotheticals in
addition to the ones provided in the casebook. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.
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